Gordon Creek Project

SWTU  has received a grant of up to $115,000 from the USDA Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program to improve part of Gordon Creek in Iowa County. We were one of only 3 organizations in Wisconsin to receive funding for aquatic projects and our score ranked number 2 out of 200 applicants.
By way of background, from 2003-2006 we acted as a pass through entity, made in kind and materials donations, and took easements for major projects on German Valley Creek organized by Pat Sutter from the Dane County Land Conservation District. German Valley is the headwaters of Gordon Creek.

From 2006-2007 chapter members participated in TU DARE workshops, the goal of which was to get our chapter involved in a major stream restoration project. After some consideration, the best project appeared to be the 9600 feet between Sandy Rock Road and Brue Road. This project includes 4 land parcels under permanent easement. The WHIP grant is for the upper two. Although final plans, cost estimates and contactor bids are not in, it appears at this stage that the WHIP will cover improvements for much of the upper two parcels. The lower two sections will need to be funded yet but the WHIP grant is a huge jump start for the whole project. 

The benefits to our chapter are numerous. We have taken a leadership role, with partners Wisconsin DNR and USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, to conserve, protect, and restore the cold water resource. Our members can get directly involved in a major trout stream conservation effort. Fundraising, community and landowner relations, other government agency relations, education, hands on labor, and handicap access, are all areas where members can participate.
And of course, fishing. The Gordon Creek stretch is now class 2 water, bordering class 1 water, and with the habitat improvements we do, Bradd Simms, the local DNR fish manager believes it will reclassify to all class 1. Long and short, it’s a Timber Coulee 45 minutes from the middle of Madison, saving $50 in gas every time you go fishing. 

Plus it’s a beautiful valley with nesting eagles, several endangered species, and multiple other wildlife.

Mike Schmidt, Jim Gentry, Greg Vodak, Henry Nehls-Lowe, and Jim Kanvic are the project committee. The overall project will go for two or three years, with years two and three in need of major funding. New grants are possible but much smaller. Other partners are under consideration. We are off to a great start and it is a truly exciting development for our chapter. Contact Jim Gentry for info or details.
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