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Join in the Fly Tying Jamboree
A fun and informal January 10 Chapter Meeting

The annual Fly Tying Jamboree always makes for a
fun, relaxed, educational and conversational meeting.

Join us! Whether you tie or not, you’ll leave with
some new ideas on what, and how to fish. And if you
do tie flies, bring your vise, light and select
hooks/materials with you to the meeting so you can
demonstrate how you tie and fish your favorite fly.

You don’t have to be a SWTU Master Tyer to join in!
Whether you tie to show or throw, your skills are
needed to make this a true Jamboree. Everyone can
have a great time contributing their skills and
techniques while tying a half dozen flies in support of
our upcoming major fundraisers — the Icebreaker and
the Meicher Madness Auction.

All tyers (especially graduates of the SWTU fly tying
lessons) are encouraged to participate.

If you don't tie, or are just getting started, this is a
fantastic opportunity to learn about what goes into
making a fish-catching fly.

Bring your vise, materials, light and extension cords
to the second floor of the Coliseum Bar and Grill on
January 10 and help us create a true Fly Tying
Jamboree! As usual, the meeting is at 7 p.m. but
please join in for dinner and a few stories before.

Don"t Miss a Thing!
Stay on top of Chapter events and other items of
interest with the Chapter calendar. If you keep an
electronic calendar on your computer or phone, you
can easily synch the Chapter calendar to it!

Read on for:

- Free Fly Tying Classes (register soon!)

Spring Workday Schedule

Project Green Teen Dates

Rusty Gets a Bit Snipey

Icebreaker Map

UNLIMITED

It's a very busy and important
month for our Chapter.

Take part! Help out! You'll
have fun, learn something
and make a real difference for
our cold water resource.

Icebreaker — Saturday, January 14

This fantastic event has something for everyone...
even a Stream Explorers Room for kids. And we
are very excited to have noted Colorado guide and
author Kirk Deeter as our keynote speaker. Kirk
will give 25 Tips to Improve Your Fly Fishing and
also talk about Fly Fishing Beyond Trout.

It's a great opportunity for learning and
friendship... and also a way to get involved and
help the Chapter. We hope to see you there! If you
have questions or would like to help, please get in
touch with Dave Sanders at
pheasanttails@gmail.com and find out what role
you can play. Your help will make a difference for
our cold water resource.

We're still accepting donated items (gear, flies,
etc.) for door prizes and the incredible raffle. If you
have an item to donate or have an idea of a
business or individual in town we should be
contacting, please get in touch with Jim Kanvik at
jhjekanvik@charter.net or (608) 838-8260.

See page 3 for details and agenda.
See the back page for a map.

The Nash Williams Banquet

Thank you to all who RSVP’d for this wonderful
evening of great food and entertainment. It's Friday,
January 13 at the Coliseum Bar with drinks at 6 p.m.
and dinner at 7. If you have questions, please contact
Dave Sanders at pheasanttails@gmail.com.
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Fly Tying Classes 2012

SWTU invites you to learn fly tying or improve your fly
tying skills. Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced
courses provide instruction on techniques, including
hands-on demonstrations and tutorials of fly patterns
proven effective for local waters. All materials,
including hooks, are provided, but you must supply
your own fly tying tools and thread. Classes are free.

Note that the Advanced course is full. No further
registrations will be taken for it.

Beginning and intermediate classes meet on
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM for ten
consecutive weeks beginning January 11, 2012 (last
class 3/14/12). Beginning and advanced classes
meet on Thursday evenings from 7:00 — 9:00 PM for
ten consecutive weeks beginning January 26, 2012
(last class 3/29/12).

Fitchburg Classes (Thursdays, 1/26 — 3/29)
Beginning Fly Tying OR Advanced-Fly-Tying (full)
Fitchburg Community Center

5510 Lacy Rd, Fitchburg

Sun Prairie Classes (Wednesdays, 1/11 — 3/14)
Beginning Fly Tying OR Intermediate Fly Tying
Patrick Marsh Middle School

1351 Columbus St, Sun Prairie

Advanced registration is required! Register online
at www.swtu.org.

The registration deadline is 1/8/2012 for Sun Prairie
classes and 1/22/2012 for Fitchburg classes. Stu-
dents are accepted in the order registrations are
received, and classes often fill to capacity. More in-
formation, including a list of needed tools and sup-
plies, is available at www.swtu.org. E-mail questions
to SWTU-FlyTying@sbcalobal.net.

You Must Be Present To Win

Nobody won at our December Chapter meeting, so
the drawing has grown from $40 to $60. Please join
us at our January 10 Chapter meeting for a chance to
win a $60 gift certificate to Fontana Sports
Specialties. You need only be present (and able to
discern the calling of your name) to win.

SWTU Workday Schedule
Make a difference this spring!

Mark your calendar for the following dates and join us
as we give back to our precious cold water resource.

e February 18
e March 17
e April 28 (big multi-site event with cookout!)

Stay tuned for more details... your help is needed.

If you have questions, please contact Steve Wald at
608-836-3338 or sewald101@gmail.com.

Project Green Teen: Spring 2012
Mark your calendars!

The Project Green Teen (PGT) dates for Avalanche
are May 11 — 18 with fishing starting Sunday the 13th
and going through Thursday the 16th. We hope you
will join us. For more information on guiding the
students please call John Gribb at (608) 437-5260 or
shoot him an email at jmgribb@mbhtc.net.

Fly Tying Clinics will be held in February and Fly
Casting Clinics will be held end of March and early
April. The dates are not yet firm but you will be able to
look them up on our PGT Shabazz Calendar (or
simply “google” for pgt shabazz calendar).

Our Open house will be March 30 from, 2 — 6 p.m. at
Shabazz in the LMC downstairs. We hope you will
join us! Thank you everyone for your contributions to
a fine conservation and educational program for our
youth.

— Tina Murray
tmurray@madison.k12.wi.us

Welcome New Members

Southern Wisconsin Trout Unlimited is pleased to
announce the addition of the following new members
to our ranks.

Brendan McGrath
Wayne Wessels
Troy Abplanalp

Justin Diehl
Jennifer Lewis
Michael Meier

That’'s some list! We are honored to have you among
us. Please join us for a Chapter meeting, and we will
give you FREE raffle tickets, flies and “an offer you
can’t refuse” from some of our most experienced
fisher-folk!
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Southern Wisconsin TROUT

UNLIMITED
Saturday January 14th 2012 Featuring: Kirk Deeter
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM co-author of

“The Little Red Book of Fly Fishing”

Promega Corporate Center
5445 E. Cheryl Pkwy.

Madison, WI 53711
N43° 0.297 W89° 25.135

All Day Demonstrations by
©® Dane County Land Conservation
©® Mike Miller’s Amazing Aquatic Invertrabrates
® Project Green Teen - Shabazz High School
® River Alliance of Wisconsin
® The Regions Premier Fly Tiers
® Wisconsin DNR
©® Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters
® Youth Event — Stream Explorers Education Room
9:45 to 12noon

Fly Tying — Casting — Aquatic Invertebrate Identification — Stream Ecology
Free admission for youth 12 & under with paid parent admission

Join Us for Kirks presentations: “28 Tips to Improve Your Fly
Fishing” and “Fly Fishing Beyond Trout”

Great Hot Lunch available in the Cafeteria 12:00 to 1:30

Refreshments available all day
Bucket Raffles, Silent Auctions & 100’s of Door Prizes il
Sz f\ f
Admission $10.00 at the door . Don’t miss Craig Amacker’s presentation:
Go to www. swtu.org for more details "Tips for Fishing South Western Wisconsin”

AGENDA FOR THE DAY:
8:30 AM Welcome — Doors Open

8:30 AM — 3:15 PM Raffle ticket sales — Fantastic prizes including a Bamboo Rod by Douglas Rod Co., an Erickson
Tying Table plus many many more rods, reels and items you need

9:00 AM —3:00pM  Educational Info and Displays
- Fly Tying demos by the regions premier tiers
- Mike Millers World of Aquatic Invertebrates
- SWTU, WI DNR, Dane County Land Conservation, WLCV, WI River Alliance & PGT

9:30 AM — 10:30 AM Craig Amacker presents — Fly Fishing Southern Wisconsin
9:45 AM — 12:00 PM  Stream Explorers Youth Education Class
10:30 AM Bucket Raffles / Educational Booths / Refreshment

10:45 AM — 12:00 PM Kirk Deeter presents — 25 Tips to Improve Your Fly Fishing

12:00 PM Lunch (Hot Sandwiches available in the Cafeteria)

12:45 PM Special Bucket Raffle Drawing for Stream Explorers
1:00 PM Talk with WI DNR, Dane County & Buy Raffle Tickets
1:45 PM Kirk Deeter presents - Fly Fishing Beyond Trout
3:00 PM Last Chance to buy bucket raffle tickets!

3:15 PM — 4:00 PM  Raffle Drawings — need not be present to win

Prizes not claimed at Icebreaker will be listed in the February issue of the Newscasts @ www.swtu.org and available for pick up on
February 8 at 7PM at our Chapter meeting at the Coliseum Bar & Grill, 232 East Olin Avenue, Madison, WI.
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Fountains of Youth

A look at classic flies that have withstood the test
of time é flies that
by Rusty Dunn

Fly angling can be frighteningly complex. Every step
of the process is fraught with decisions. What length
of rod? What weight line? How long for a leader?
What size tippet? What size fly? Where to cast?
Decisions ... decisions ... decisions! Choosing a fly
can be even worse. Walk into a well-stocked fly shop
and the choices will make your head spin. Fortu-
nately, you can sometimes ignore the confusing
clutter and get back to basics. When it comes to
choosing a wet fly, the simplest patterns are often the
best. This principle has been proved over and over
again by wingless wet flies of the English north.

"North Country” wet flies originated in the north of
England, a region of striking beauty and native brown
trout. It is a land of spirited, stony-bottomed streams
that drain the English highlands. The region is the
birthplace of a philosophy of simple, elegant, and re-
markably effective wet fly designs. Variously called
North Country flies, soft-hackled flies, spiders, or
wingless wets, such flies are sparsely dressed beau-
ties having thin, silk bodies, collars of soft hackle, and
occasionally a thin veneer of natural fur dubbing over
the silk. The hackle collar can be swept back to imi-
tate the thin profile of drifting nymphs, or it can be
tied upright to imitate struggling emergers. The light
hooks, sparse dressings, and water-absorbing mate-
rials cause wingless wets to enter the stream quietly
and stay near the surface. They are excellent
choices for bulging trout taking emerging nymphs just
under the surface. Don't be misled by the simplicity
of soft-hackles, however. Trout all over the world
can't resist them.

North Country wets date to at least the early 1800s.
They are described in John Swarbrick's 1807 book

A List of Wharfdale Flies, but two later books are the
defining landmarks of the fully mature North Country

r e mai nstyle.fYgrkshirg Ereut Rjies Qyn & Pritt (1885) and

Brook and River Trouting by H.H. Edmonds and
N.N. Lee (1916) describe popular fly patterns of the
region and match individual flies to specific insect
hatches. The uncanny effectiveness of North Coun-
try wets is credited to the seductive movements of
their natural materials. The fuzzy dubbings and
collars of soft hackle respond to every swirl of cur-
rent. Independent movements of the materials imi-
tate the wings, legs, and antennae either of newly
hatched insects struggling to emerge or of drowned
insects tumbling in the current. Soft-hackled flies
work well when dead drifted, but they are sometimes
even better when deliberately lifted, swung, or
twitched before a trout. Movements of the soft ma-
terials and the fly scream "this thing is alive" to an
observant trout.

Thomas Evan Pritt (1848-1895) described 36 soft-
hackled flies in Yorkshire Trout Flies. He didn't origi-
nate the patterns, but he recorded those in wide-
spread use at the time, described their materials, and
matched flies to specific insects. One of Pritt's most
famous patterns is the Snipe and Purple, also called
the Dark Snipe. It imitates the Iron Blue, an English
Baetis mayfly that hatches in April throughout the
British Isles. Although not found in North America,
Iron Blues are similar to many Baetis species (Blue-
Winged Olives) found on this side of the pond. Pritt
described the Snipe and Purple as "a splendid (fly) on
cold days in the early part of the season".

A Snipe and Purple is an excellent choice when small
dark-bodied mayflies are about. It is a favorite of
English trout poachers, perhaps history's most dis-
criminating fly anglers! That's quite a recommenda-
tion, and you'd do well to get a little purple and snipey
yourself when the olives of spring come calling.

Copyright 2012, Rusty Dunn

-------------------------------- Snipe and Purple ----------m-mmmomommm e

Hook: Wet fly, #14 - #20
Thread: Pearsall's Gossamer silk, purple
Body: Tying silk
Hackle: One or (at most!) two turns of a dusky,
dark, marginal covert feather of a snipe's
wing.

\




Icebreaker Directions

The event is again being held at the Promega Center, 5445 East Cheryl Parkway

Google Map Link

This map shows the event site in relation to the Madison “Beltline.”
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Southern Wisconsin Chapter of Trout Unlimited Leadership:

President

Vice President
Secretary/Newscasts Editor
Treasurer

Past President
State Council Rep.
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Newscasts Editor

Jordan Konisky
Steve Wald
Tim Steines
Tom Thrall
Frank Kosmach
Dave Sanders
Jim Beecher
Jim Kanvik
Craig Amacker
Kelly Belshaw
Terry Becker
Chris Risbrudt
Drew Kasel

Southern Wisconsin Chapter of Trout Unlimited

P.O. Box 14352
Madison, W1 53708-4352

jordan.konisky@gmail.com
sewald101@gmail.com
timsteines@gmail.com
tthrall2@yahoo.com
kosmach@chorus.net
daveandcheri@charter.net
jbeecher@tds.net
jhjekanvik@charter.net
amac@chorus.net
belshaw@wisc.edu
nipanther74@gmail.com
crisbrudt@tds.net
madkasel@gmail.com

(608) 203-6113
(608) 836-3338
(815) 830-1988
(608) 273-4248
(608) 849-8907
(608) 843-7125
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