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Taste the Great Destinations
Serving up a mouthwatering presentation at our Tuesday, January 9 Meeting

Ben Lubchansky will be presenting tips and tricks
(and trips!) to bring gourmet elements to your
destination angling and adventure trips. From
planning and packing to improvising in the field, Ben
will give you the info you need to ensure your
adventures are unique, memorable, and beyond the
standard package. Ben will discuss his 'Casting and
Cookery' series of angling trips as well as things you
will want to know to make your own trips more
exciting and enjoyable – whether stalking bonefish in
the islands or overnighting with old friends in the
Driftless. Ben will cover equipment, ingredients, meal
planning, ingredient sourcing, foraging, dining out,
and managing rental home assets and liabilities all in
addition to presenting his own uniquely inspired trips
featuring great destinations at the best time of year
and the fish and food that makes them special.

Ben has been a cook and trip leader on group trips to the Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Louisiana, and Cape Cod, as well 
as here in the Driftless and on the Wisconsin River. He has guided for trout and smallmouth bass in Wisconsin and is a 
commercial fly tyer. He has been a professional cook for over 30 years and is a staunch supporter of SWTU. Please learn
more about Ben, his work, his upcoming and past trip offerings, and his fly tying business at www.608csk.com/general-1 
and www.twowickflies.com.

Please join us at Schwoegler's on Grand Canyon Drive on Madison's West Side on Tuesday, January 9. Dinner and 
drinks available at 5:30 with Ben's presentation starting about 7 p.m.

Schwoegler’s Lanes, 444 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, WI 53719

3rd Annual Spring Fair Fundraiser – Save the Date!
SWTU has secured Saturday, April 27, 2024, for another fun-filled, social 
day of camaraderie. We’ll be returning to the East Side Club on the shores of
Lake Monona with hopefully stunning weather this year. Further details and 
tickets will be available in February.

SWTU Fly-tying Courses – 2024
Only a few spots left – Register now or miss out! 
Trout Unlimited invites you to learn fly tying or improve your tying skills this winter. Experienced
SWTU instructors will teach both beginning and intermediate level fly-tying courses in Fitchburg
starting Wednesday January 17, 2024. Classes consist of instructor-led demonstrations and
hands-on tutorials. The courses are completely free of charge, and all materials needed during in-
class instruction are provided. You need only supply fly-tying tools and thread, a list of which is
available at https://www.swtu.org/learn/flytying/flytying-classes/.  
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Welcome New Members
We’re pleased to announce the addition of the following new members to our ranks!

John Mayers
Michael Wartman
Jessica Applin
Sandra Meyers
Maxwell Mueller
Sacha Bendickson

We are honored to have you among us. Please join our next meeting – whether virtual or in person – as we’d love to get 
to know you better. If you will be attending your first meeting, please contact Topf Wells so we can expect you. (Note 
that some longer-term members may be captured in the list above. A glitch in the excel file made it harder to sort … but 
it’s better to be inclusive and we’re happy to have your continued support!) 

Join our Fox Valley Friend for their
Cabin Fever Day
It’s always a great event and you can see the
details in this image or visit 
https://foxvalleytu.org/. 
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Fountains of Youth 
Classic trout flies that have withstood the test of 
time … flies that remain "forever young" 

by Rusty Dunn 

What is the measure of great achievement for a trout 
fly?  Featured articles in glossy magazines?  Making 
"Top Ten" lists of the fly-fishing paparazzi?  A fly whose 
bin is always empty at the local fly shop?  These are 
fine tributes to accomplished flies, but the most noble 
of honors – the pièce de résistance – is reserved for a 
chosen few:  flies so good they have a beer named after 
them!  Such is the case with the Haystack dry fly and 
its namesake beer "Haystack Blond Ale", brewed by the 
Great Adirondack Brewing Company of Lake Placid, 
NY.  The Haystack is a pattern born of the creative mind 
and talented hands of Francis Betters.  Fran Betters 
(1931-2009) owned and operated Adirondack Sport 
Shop, located on the West Branch of the AuSable River 
in upstate New York, for decades.  Mr. Betters was 
known widely as a fly-fishing guide, teacher, storyteller, 
and creator of champion flies, including the Haystack, 
the Ausable Wulff, and the Usual.   
 

Fran Betters grew up along the AuSable and spent a 
lifetime studying its habits.  He began tying flies at an 
early age, selling the Haystack to local anglers from his 
home while still in high school.  Inspiration for the 
Haystack came from a family friend, who tied a fly that, 
according to Fran, was "a big gob of deer hair tied to a 
#6 or #8 hook".  Although crude, that ugly monster 
yielded many fine fish for Betters during the 1940s.  
Betters downsized the pattern and refined it to match 
mayfly hatches of the AuSable.  He tied the first bona 
fide Haystack in June 1949, and it has been catching 
fish ever since.   
 

The Haystack captures an elusive combination of 
simplicity and effectiveness.  It is tied of hollow deer 
hair and is almost unsinkable, an important trait on the 

pocket waters of the AuSable.  The fanned wing is 
highly visible, even under low light conditions.  The 
materials cost is minimal, and the fly is almost inde-
structible.  Whereas more ordinary flies may succumb 
after a few fish, the Haystack performs like the Ener-
gizer Bunny … it just keeps going and going. 
 

The Haystack sits flush in the surface film, braced by 
its buoyant tail and "outriggers" of hollow hair.  Flies 
that sit in the film "dimple" the water's surface, causing 
a light-reflecting and light-refracting imprint of their 
body when viewed from a trout's underwater perspec-
tive.  The fish-catching magic of low-riding flies was 
detailed by Vince Marinaro in his 1950 landmark book 
A Modern Dry Fly Code, and such flies have become 
wildly popular today.  “Emergers” as a group represent 
a continuum of developmental stages beginning below 
the surface film and continuing through intermediate 
stages until the winged adult dun pierces the surface 
film and crawls atop the water.  The Haystack imitates 
a late stage of emergence, as a winged adult dun, 
having struggled to shed its nymphal skin, floats atop 
the surface waiting for its wings to dry.  Emerging 
mayflies are especially vulnerable to trout predation, 
and emerger patterns are both effective and popular.  
Patterns like the Haystack or parachute duns are more 
popular today than their traditionally hackled cousins.   
 

The Haystack is the direct ancestor of two very popular 
contemporary flies.  Comparaduns, described by Al 
Caucci and Bob Nastasi in their 1975 book Hatches, 
and Sparkle Duns, developed in the 1980s by Craig 
Mathews and John Juracek, differ from the Haystack 
mostly by their tails.  Haystacks have tails of bundled 
deer hair, Comparaduns have split hackle-fiber tails, 
and Sparkle Duns have tails of Antron fibers to imitate 
a trailing nymphal shuck.  Other than that, 
Comparaduns and Sparkle Duns share the same basic 
design as a Haystack, a relationship the originators 
readily acknowledge and credit.            © Rusty Dunn, 2024

----------------------------------------------  Haystack  --------------------------------------------- 

The Haystack imitates mayfly duns and emergers.  
Tie it in the sizes and colors of mayflies you'll likely 
encounter.  Set the wings at 1/3 shank length, and 
spread the bundled butt ends of the deer hair around 
the top half of the hook shank to aid floatation.  Splay 
the wings around a full half circle to imitate a dun, and 
a little less to imitate an emerger that floats lower in 
the surface film.   
 

Hook: Dry fly #10-#18  

Thread: Hot orange 

Tail: Natural deer hair 

Body: Tannish-brown Australian Possum 

Wings: Natural deer hair, splayed around a 180° arc 
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